
sonder
n. the realization that each random passerby is 
living a life as vivid and complex as your own—
populated with their own ambitions, friends, 
routines, worries and inherited craziness—an 
epic story that continues invisibly around you like 
an anthill sprawling deep underground, with 
elaborate passageways to thousands of other 
lives that you’ll never know existed, in which you 
might appear only once, as an extra sipping 
coffee in the background, as a blur of traffic 
passing on the highway, as a lighted window at 
dusk.

http://www.dictionaryofobscuresorrows.com/post/23536922667/sonder
http://www.dictionaryofobscuresorrows.com/post/23536922667/sonder


Can artifacts from encounters be used to reveal 
the narrative behind people’s lives?  Can we use 

this discovery about people near us to 
understand our own environment better?



Case #1: Sadar, Taxi
Queens



Case #2: Bertha, 
Laundromat Queens
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